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	Summary: 
At its meetings on15 March and 29 July 2005 the Forum considered issues in relation to the draft shoreline management plan. Following from those deliberations the Senior Administrative Officer wrote on behalf of the Forum to the Anglian Coastal Group.  

Recommendation:
to note the letter


1 Shoreline Management Plan: Letter to the Anglian Coastal Group

1.1
At its meetings on 15 March and 29 July 2005 the Forum considered issues in relation to the draft shoreline management plan. Following from those deliberations the Senior Administrative Officer wrote on behalf of the Forum to the Anglian Coastal Group.A copy of the letter is attached at Appendix 1.   

Background papers:
Minutes of the Local Access Forum 15 March and 12 July 2005

Report by Senior Administrative officer to Local Access Forum on 12 July 2005. 

Author:


Rob Haworth

Date of report

20 September 2005

APPENDIX 1

	Mr K Tyrell

Consultant Engineer

Terry Oakes Associates Ltd

71 Kirkley Park Road

LOWESTOFT

NR33 0LQ

	  
	3 August 2005
	RLH/RG  
	  


Dear Mr Tyrell

Broads Local Access Forum – Shoreline Management Plan 

At its meeting on 12 July the members of the Broads Local Access Forum received a very useful and informative presentation by Guy Cooper of the Environment Agency and Gary Watson of North Norfolk District Council concerning the Kelling to Lowestoft Ness draft Shoreline Management Plan. This had been preceded by a site visit to view the sea defences at Sea Palling. Arising from this, and the Forum’s previous meeting in March, when the matter was also considered, a number issues have emerged which the Forum have requested that I bring to your attention.

With regard to the recent consultation exercise the Local Access Forum was not one of the statutory consultees even though the future management of the coastline could have significant implications for the work of the Forum in the Broads area. The Forum is a statutory body established under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 to facilitate improved public access to land and water in its area. Although established by the Broads Authority it is distinct from the Broads Authority and as such in meeting its remit will come to an independent view on issues which impact on its work. Consequently it is the view of the Forum that it should be included as a statutory consultee in its own right in respect of any future consultation exercises regarding the shoreline management plan for this area.

The Forum was also concerned about any future loss of access that might result from decisions taken in respect of shoreline management and in particular as a result of managed retreat. The Forum would hope that any loss of public access land or rights of way which may result from incursion by the sea would be replaced by an access route along the new coastline/ high water mark. The Forum’s understanding is that at the moment if a river changes its course and erodes away a right of way, the new bank does not automatically become a public footpath – the path is deemed lost. The Forum is keen that measures should be introduced to guarantee continuing rights of way in the event of intrusion by the sea.

Finally, the Forum felt it should draw attention to the fact that in making plans for land in the Broads Area public authorities are required to have to the purposes of: -

(a) conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the Broads;

(b) promoting the enjoyment of the Broads by the public; and

(c) protecting the interests of navigation.

I should stress that I am writing this letter on behalf of the Broads Local Access Forum and its contents reflect the views of the Forum and not those of the Broads Authority which made its own submission at the end of April. I will send a copy of the letter to Mr Gary Watson at North Norfolk District Council. 

Yours sincerely

Rob Haworth

Secretary of the Broads

Local Access Forum

  
Cc Mr G Watson, Coastal Management Unit,

     North Norfolk District Council  
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